








KINGCOMBE AQUACARE

In our role as  Framework Contractors
for the Environment Agency, our
Engineering Division regularly carries
out a variety of projects on main rivers.
One such contract was the installation
of three boat ramps to allow access for
their weed cutting equipment into the
Rivers Tone and Parrett. 

The design required technically
demanding and precise sheet piling
into waterlogged alluvial soils, whilst all
the time contending with fluctuating

drainage water levels and tidal
influences. The piling was then clad
with a treated timber façade.

Our particular expertise working in
this demanding environment provided
the Environment Agency with the
confidence that our procedures
complied with all necessary Health and
Safety requirements. It also enabled us
to complete the works, on time and
within the agreed budget. 

Environment Agency Framework Contractors

Case Studies

Kingcombe Aquacare was one of several companies
invited by the Corporation of London to develop
proposals for cleaning and restoring the water
features in the heart of the Barbican Centre, City of
London. Our scheme was selected by the
Corporation and we were instructed to implement
our proposals accordingly.

Our solution to the problems of coloured water,
unsightly algal blooms and  noxious smells was
firstly to clean out the large concrete lakes, no
small task in itself when situated in such a high
profile residential and commercial area. 

Once the anaerobic bed material had been flushed
out, we set about improving the aeration of the

water and reducing the nutrient concentration.
The original, all encompassing, pump delivery
system was discarded in favour of smaller, more
economical pumps to power the individual
fountains. The weirs were modified to entrain
more oxygen, and flow makers were introduced to
minimise any stagnant areas within the system.
Finally, ingenious planting berms were introduced
into the concrete lakes, creating reed beds to act as
nutrient sinks throughout the system.

All this was achieved with the minimum of incon-
venience to the high profile occupiers of the neigh-
bouring properties. The reed beds are now well
established and the water remains clear, reflecting
the grandeur of this iconic property.
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Supporting our Engineering Division is a fully
equipped workshop and fabrications facility, 
specialising in the design and construction of
beautiful timber structures and ironwork to
compliment the water feature.

Working mainly in green oak and other
hardwoods, all sourced from sustainable and cer-
tificated supplies, our craftsmen take pride in
producing individual pieces, which are both
practical as well as impressive. 

Structures fabricated and restored in our 
own workshops include:

• Jetties
• Decking areas
• Fishing platforms
• Disabled access platforms
• Boathouses
• Bridges
• Water wheels
• Flumes
• Penstocks, sluice gates and hatches
• Winding gear
• Park railing and fencing
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